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*

o join us in our work to pre-
serve Olana, the Persian-style
house, artist studio and land-
scape created by Frederic
Edwin Church, foremost artist
of the Hudson River School.
Church designed Olana as a

rural home for his family, as well as a multi-dimen-
sional work of art. Panoramic views of the Hudson
River and Catskill Mountains, picturesque land-
scaped grounds, and the exotic villa with its elabo-
rately furnished interior, together create an harmo-
nious and extraordinary place. Olana holds supreme
importance in American art history as one of the
few extant artist studio homes in America, a birth-
place of the aesthetic vision that preceded mod-
ernism. Olana is a designated National Historic
Landmark.

Begun in 1870, Olana remained intact and in
the hands of the Church family until 1964 when the
house was offered for sale. Saved by Olana

Preservation, Inc. from dispersal through auction,
the property was transferred to the State of New
York. In 1971, realizing the need to supplement
State funds and services, the same people who had
saved Olana founded Friends of Olana, now The
Olana Partnership.

The mission of The Partnership is to inspire the
public by preserving and interpreting Olana. The
private, not-for-profit organization works coopera-
tively with New York State in the operation of
Olana. Through membership dollars, grants and
other sources we have completed or are engaged in
the following work:

* Ongoing restoration of the main house, land-
scape and collection

* Implementation of a comprehensive plan for
Olana that includes full restoration of the house,
grounds and collection, and the building of a
new museum/visitor center to focus on Church,
Olana, and the Hudson River School of Art

Adaptive reuse of the farm complex into an edu-
cational center

An analysis of the most sensitive areas of our
viewshed that need to be protected

Funding all curatorial staff and research activities

In addition to the work that fulfills our mission,
The Olana Partnership sponsors public events and
educational programs at the site and in our commu-
nity. For the past several years, The Partnership has
sponsored The Journey, a summer arts program for
children from ages six to twelve and, on summer
weekends, a drop-in arts workshop for children.

As a member of The Partnership, you may take
pride in the fact that you are an essential partner in
the preservation and enhancement of the home, stu-
dio, and landscape of America’s foremost landscape
artist.

To continue our work, we need your
ideas, your support, and your time as
a volunteer.

The Olana Partnership
invites you


