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Olana Announces 

 New Interpretative and Education Staff  
 

Hudson, NY – 

 

The Olana State Historic Site and The Olana Partnership are pleased to announce the hire of two 

new staff people: Paul Banks, the new Interpretive Program Assistant for the NY State Parks 

Department, and Amy Hufnagel, the new Director of Education at The Olana Partnership. They 

both joined the project in June and will work separately, but also in partnership, to enhance the 

educational and interpretive opportunities at Olana. Hufnagel will be designing and 

implementing k-12 field trip programs, planning public programs, working with curators and 

development staff.  Banks will focus on delivering tours to the public, managing the docent staff, 

and assisting Kimberly Flook, Olana’s Site Manager, with all aspects of managing Olana. 

Together they will develop new tours and new outreach to expand Olana’s audiences. Banks and 

Hufnagel are thrilled at the opportunities for engaging the public in meaningful ways here at 

Olana. 

 

Banks remembers the first time he saw a Frederic Church masterpiece.  The Icebergs at the 

Dallas Museum of Art not only stopped him in his tracks, it gave him a whole new appreciation 

for painting. Since then, his appreciation for art has only grown – as well as his career in 

communication and interpretation. 

As an Interpretive Park Ranger with the National Park Service (NPS) he was able to inspire 

people by telling the stories of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. At Bryce Canyon National 

Park, he had the fun of leading snowshoe hikes through rarely seen country. An internship at 

Homestead National Monument in Beatrice Nebraska showed him the value of a strong friends 

group and rekindled in him the joy and satisfaction that comes from being an educator. While 

Olana is the other end of the spectrum from the log cabin at Homestead (though built at the same 

time), in a way it fits in nicely with the Statue of Liberty as both are great three-dimensional 

works of art in the Hudson River Valley. 

Banks has also produced books, journals, and newsletters for the Modern Language Association 



(MLA). This includes his recent work on the Association of American Publisher’s Digital Issues 

Working Group where he was part of the EPUB3 Implementation Project. He’s also been a 

summer camp supervisor and an English teacher. Banks loves museums, historic sites, parks, 

hiking, reading, and winter sports. Until moving to Hudson, he volunteered for Just Food, a 

group “building a just and sustainable food system for NYC,” and a Community Emergency 

Response Team in Brooklyn. In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy he acted as the deputy 

manager of a 550-bed special medical needs shelter in the Park Slope Armory. He has hiked the 

35 peaks in the Catskills over 3,500 feet. On a rainy day in Avignon, France, Paul had, by 

chance, the Musée Calvet completely to himself to enjoy the Claude-Joseph Vernet seascapes. 

He spent the entire day transfixed by their beauty and skill.  

Banks believes a goal of interpretation is to develop stewardship amongst the visitors. It’s not 

enough to explain why a site is important. One must try to make it personally important to 

everyone who visits. Visitors should gain a feeling and understanding that Olana is one of the 

truly special places in the world—a place that is worth saving not just for themselves but for 

future generations.  

 

Hufnagel joins the team from Northwest New Jersey, or “the next River over – the Delaware 

Water Gap,” says Hufnagel. She has over 25 years of experience in the non-profit educational 

field. “I was raised in Bronxville, NY and then in rural Maine; setting up forever the desire for 

both the urban and the rural.” She knows well many of Church’s painting haunts in Maine and 

has travelled extensively in Europe, South East Asia, India and the borderlands of Pakistan, and 

even Newfoundland, Canada (thus sharing some places traversed by Church). Professionally, she 

served as the Assistant Director of Light Work, an artist-run photography center at Syracuse 

University; and she served as the Executive Director of The Alice Austen House Museum within 

the New York City Parks Department and the NYC Historic House Trust (another artist’s house). 

She has served as a Director of Programs and Education for the New York State Alliance for 

Arts Education (in partnership with NYS Department of Cultural Education). She also headed up 

the education department at the New York Foundation for the Arts (in partnership with NYS 

Council on the Arts). In each capacity she designed and managed hundreds of public programs, 

artist based projects, and educational work ranging from symposiums to workshops to lectures, 

children’s camps and concerts. Hufnagel writes, “Olana is such a privileged place to go to work 

every day, especially for someone who lives and breathes history, art and education.  One of my 

life’s work goals is to make history relevant to contemporary life and I join such a marvelous 

team of peers at Olana who are committed to that work as well. I ask myself often ‘what would 

Frederic Church do’ and out of that question come some very exciting educational 

opportunities.” 

 

After leaving New York State in 2001, Hufnagel worked as a consultant with numerous colleges, 

universities, schools and museums, as well as independent artists on project development and 

implementation. Her last project entailed starting a museum and cultural center from scratch in 

Allamuchy, NJ, just after it had received its New Jersey State and National Landmark 

Designation. This project was compelling because the estate was actually attached to a public 

elementary school and to Allamuchy Mountain State Park. “It’s not every day that you get asked 

to imagine what should happen in an empty 36-room mansion,” says Hufnagel. But relocating to 

the Hudson River Valley, and back to NY State, was a dormant dream for Hufnagel… until the 

Olana position was posted. “The future is inspiring and compelling here at Olana,” states 



Hufnagel. “The Olana Partnership, under the leadership of Sara Griffen and a committed Board 

of Trustees, has been visionary about establishing endowed positions for their senior staff to 

stabilize the organizational fundraising needs annually. I am so impressed by this systemic 

approach because raising funds is always the first step in delivering great content for the public, 

but for so many institutions they wrestle between paying staff and having money for the public 

one usually feeding on the other. “I believe art, architecture and landscapes inspire humanity to 

best practices in preservation, and they assist in the care and nurturing of the human spirit. Olana 

is a magical canvas to expose many different audience’s to the history of American painting, 

architecture and landscape, while also offering the public sanctuary in this remarkable home.” 

 

Check out Olana’s new staff, our new website at www.olana.org, and join our eblast to learn 

more about the exciting new programs that will start to emerge in October!  

 

About Olana and The Olana Partnership  

The eminent Hudson River School painter Frederic Edwin Church (1826-1900) designed Olana, 

his family home, studio, and estate as an integrated environment embracing architecture, art, 

landscape, and conservation ideals.  Considered one of the most important artistic residences in 

the United States, Olana is a 250-acre artist-designed landscape with a Persian-inspired house at 

its summit, embracing unrivaled panoramic views of the vast Hudson Valley. 

Olana State Historic Site, located at 5720 State Route 9G in Hudson, NY, is a historic site 

administered by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, 

Taconic Region, is a designated National Historic Landmark and one of the most visited sites in 

the state.  The Olana Partnership, a private not-for-profit education corporation, works 

cooperatively with New York State to support the restoration, development and improvement of 

Olana State Historic Site.  To learn more about Olana and The Olana Partnership, please visit 

www.olana.org 
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