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“Icebergs in August” 
The Olana Summer Party Returns! 

An evening of Ice, Art and Arctic inspired hors d’oeuvres  
 
Hudson, NY-   The Olana Partnership’s much-anticipated summer party returns to the Hudson Valley on Saturday, 
August 8 from 5-8pm.  This year’s theme “Icebergs in August” celebrates Frederic Church’s epic 1859 voyage to 
Newfoundland and Labrador and will offer guests an evening of ice, art and arctic inspired hors d’oeuvres.  Church’s 
Olana will appear behind an immense iceberg created for the evening by ice artist Sean Taylor of Capital City Carvers - 
sure to be the go-to selfie-spot of the event. 
 
The evening opens with a Host Committee Reception in a reimagined ice house designed by architect Albert (Beau) 
Simons IV. Reception guests will enjoy a bespoke “Icebergs in August” cocktail with stunning views from the open-sided 
ice house from 5-6 PM.   
 
Action begins under the main tent at 6 PM where top regional chefs will present northern inspired hors d’oeuvre “bites” 
and guests will enjoy wine and cocktails made with Iceberg’s Vodka and Hillrock Distillery Spirits. Featured chefs are: 
Brian Alberg, Executive Chef, The Williams Inn (Williamstown, MA) and The Red Lion Inn (Stockbridge, MA); Kristen 
D'Ambrozio,  Baker, Café Le Perche (Hudson, NY); Dan Smith, Owner-Executive Chef, John Andrews Restaurant (Great 
Barrington, MA); Mona Talbott & Kate Arding, Chef Owners, Talbott & Arding (Hudson, NY); Devon Gilroy, Chef, The 
Corner (Tivoli, NY) and an oyster bar by Other Brother Darryl’s (Otis, MA).    
 
The main tent will feature polar scenery designed by Mr. Simons in tribute to Church’s great painting “The Icebergs” of 
1861, which was lost for 116 years until it was rediscovered in a boys’ school in England in 1979 and auctioned for a 
record $2.5 million, at that time the record for an American painting.  Today, it is on view at the Dallas Museum of Art, 
and a full-scale reproduction will be on view at the party and available for bid in the silent auction to benefit The Olana 
Partnership’s mission to preserve and interpret Frederic Church’s Olana. 
 
The event is co-chaired by Christine Jones and Bobby Beard.  The presenting sponsor is Stair Galleries in Hudson NY with 
additional support from Apple Ice, The Barlow Hotel, Capital Region Living, Chronogram, Elijah Slocum, Inc., Esotec Ltd., 
Fairview Wines & Spirits, Hillrock Distillery, Hudson Anchor, Hudson Valley Wine Magazine, Iceberg Vodka, Keeler Motor 
Company, Kinderhook Bank, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, Saratoga Spring Water Company, Switchel, Rural 
Residence, WDST Radio Woodstock, Westcott House and Williams Lumber and Home Centers Inc. 
 
To purchase tickets for the host committee reception and/or the cocktail reception and learn more visit 
www.olana.org/IcebergsInAugust or call (518) 828-1872.  
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About Olana and The Olana Partnership 
In the summer of 1859 Frederic Edwin Church and Louis Legrand Noble set out on a one-month sketching trip by boat 
along the coast of Labrador and Newfoundland. Church made numerous pencil and oil sketches, including many careful 
studies of icebergs. Many of the elements from these studies would be incorporated into the final composition of 
Church’s finished work, “The Icebergs” (1861.)  Noble worked on the narrative which would later comprise the book, 
After Icebergs with a Painter released just weeks before the debut of the monumentally-sized painting “The Icebergs” to 
put the New York art world in a state of heightened anticipation for Church’s latest masterpiece.   
 
The eminent Hudson River School painter Frederic Edwin Church (1826-1900) designed Olana, his family home, studio, 
and estate, as an environment integrating architecture, art, landscape, and conservation ideals: The most important 
artistic residence in the United States, Olana is a 250-acre artist-designed landscape with a Persian-inspired house at its 
summit, embracing unrivaled panoramic views of the vast Hudson Valley. 
 
Olana State Historic Site, a historic site administered by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation, Taconic Region, is a designated National Historic Landmark and one of the most visited sites in the state. 
The Olana Partnership, a private not-for-profit education corporation, works cooperatively with New York State to 
support the restoration, development and improvement of Olana State Historic Site. 2016 will mark the 50th anniversary 
of this public/private partnership. To learn more about Olana and The Olana Partnership, please visit www.olana.org. 
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