
Top Things You Might Easily Miss at Olana 

Samuel Worcester Rouse, Portrait of Isabel Carnes Church, c. 1860-70, charcoal on paper, OL.1981.7 

Frederic Church was a devoted family man and husband both at home and during his travels, and Isabel was 

his perfect match. In fact, according to a family friend, Isabel was “just what you would imagine an artist’s 

wife” to be. For another image of a family member, find the portrait of a child in the opposite corner. This is 

the Church’s daughter, Downie. 

Wall Shrine, c.1883-1891, workshop of Lockwood de Forrest, India, wood, OL. 1981.711                                                     

La Purísima, late 18th/early 19th century, Mariano Arce, Mexico, brass, wood, gesso, paint, glass, silver, and pearls 

Who but an artist would combine a Mexican Madonna with a wall niche modeled on the minarets of the 

Mosques of Ahmadabad? Church’s ability to meld different cultures into an artistic whole is unmatched. 

Folding Screen, wooden screen: c. 1889/paintings: c. 17th-18th century, unknown maker, wooden 

screen: New York City/paintings: Italy or Spain, wood, oil on canvas, OL.1978.4 

Over one winter in Rome, Frederic Church collected dozens of pieces of Renaissance-style art. 

When he returned home and began designing his home, he created a dining room/picture      

gallery to house his collection. This screen is both a piece of art, with panels representing four 

of the five senses, and a useful screen that could hide the many working aspects of a dining 

room. 

Frederic Edwin Church, Church of the Tercer Orden de San Fransisco, Cuernavaca, Mexico, 1896, oil on academy 

board, OL. 19801.1893 

This is one of the latest Church paintings at Olana. Church’s trips to Mexico were wonderfully restorative,  

easing the pain of his arthritis and helping him to create this painting as a gift for his wife’s 60th birthday. 

Frederic Edwin Church, The Hudson Valley in Winter from Olana, 1871-72, oil on academy board, OL. 1980.36. 

Did you know that this piece of art once helped to stop a nuclear power plant? Ask a guide for the story. 

2016 Bonus Object: 

Pointer/Mahlstick, c.1850

-1900, unknown maker, 

United States, wood and 

brass, OL.1981.932.A-C 

Ever wonder how an 

artist could paint such 

minute detail on a  

massive canvas? This 

tool acted as armrest,  

steadying the artist’s 

hand.  
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Chair, c. 1856-60, unknown maker, probably Hartford, Connecticut, oak, OL.1981.747 

This chair is made from the limbs of the Charter Oak of Hartford, Connecticut, a famous symbol of 

colonial American independence. Look for Church’s painting of the Charter Oak on the 2nd floor 

landing and ask a guide for the whole story. 

Frederic Edwin Church, Campfire Near Mount Katahdin, c. 1877, oil on paper mounted on canvas, OL.1980.1916 

This nighttime camp scene illustrates an area important to Frederic Church. After a series of rough camping 

trips to Maine, Church ultimately buys property along Lake Millinocket, creating a vacation spot for the whole 

family. This camp is the only property that Church owned outside of Olana. 

Bathroom with original woodwork and fixtures, c. 1890, designed by Frederic Church/executed by local workmen 

The main house at Olana was a dream house of the late 19th century. Not only was it exotic in design, but with 

full plumbing, hot and cold running water, gas lighting, and a coal furnace system, family and guests had    

access to all of the modern conveniences available at the time the house was built. 

Architectural fragments, c. 13th-19th century, OL.1980.30/OL.1982.233-236 

Located on the top of the cabinet, these fragments of an arch, illustrate how Church was able to find             

inspiration in everything. The patterns on these fragments most likely acted as a starting point for the Frederic 

Church designed frame that surrounds El Khasne, Petra, the Church masterpiece hanging in the Sitting Room. 

2016 Bonus Object: Frederic Edwin Church, Large Scale Reproduction of Map, 1857, ink on paper, OL.1996.2 

Frederic has long been respected as an artist, but he was also an explorer fascinated with the natural world and 

science. This map shows this interest and acts as a guide to the sketches and studio pieces he created from his 

trips to South America, a series of art for which he is so well-known. 

 

Master Bedroom Window, 

c. 1872, designed by 

Frederic Church/executed 

by local workmen, wood, 

paint and glass 

Frederic Church is a    

master of using win-

dows to frame the living 

landscape outside of his 

home. Imagine waking  

to this view every day. 

 

Arabic Inspired Stencils on Walls, c. 1872, designed by Frederic Church/executed by local workmen, United States, 

paint on plaster 

As the designer of Olana, Church found inspiration from many sources. In this case, it was his own painting, 

El Khasne, Petra, that inspired the style, shapes and colors of the room, including these stencils.  
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